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INTRODUCTION

The Central Arid Zone Research Institute was established by the Govt.
of India, in October, 1959, with a view to launch a multi-disciplinary attack on the
problems of aridity in Western Rajasthan. The impetus for the creation of this
Institute may be said to have been provided by the anxiety expressed by our parliam-
entarians, as far back as in 1952, over the expanding nature of the Rajasthan Desert
posing a threat to regions beyond the borders of the State. Before the Institute
in its present form came into being, some substantial ground work for the reclamation
of the Rajasthan Desert had already been done by the Desert Afforestation Research
Station established in Jodhpur in October, 1952 which was subsequently reorganised
as the Desert Afforestation and Soil Conservation Station in 1957. Thus, at the time
of its_birth, the Institute bad inherited a good deal of basic information about the
conditions prevailing in this desert. The initial planning of the organisation of the
Institute was entrusted to Mr. C, S. Christian, Unesco expert from Australia and
with the dynamic leadership provided by Dr. P. C. Raheja, the first Director of the
Institute, it soon came to be recognised as a leading international centre for desert
research. In the process of its development the Institute has received generous
assistance from the Unesco and the Commonwealth Government of Australia,

In 1966, the administrative control of the Institute was transferred from the
Govt. of India to the Indian Council of Agricultural Research. Till the end of the 3rd
Five Year Plan period, the Institute comprised the following four Divisions 3

1. Division of Basic Resource Studies

2. Division of Resources Utilization Studies
3. Division of Human Factor Studies

4. Division of Animal Studies.

The Division are constituted of several research sections, each specialising
in a particular field of research. In the expansion programme for the Institute in the
Fourth Plan period, the creation of two more Divisions has been envisaged. These
will be designated as the Division of Wind Power and Solar Energy and the Division
of Soil-Water-Plant Relationships. The Institute is thus a unique research
establishment in this country where scientists from diverse fields are working with
one major objective, viz., the most efficient and productive use of the resources of
the desert, both pbysical and biological, so that, ultimately, the people living in the
desert may have a better life. In the ecourse of their crusade against the forces of
desertization the scientists and the technical staff of the Institute have
been frequently contributing articles of various nature to scientific periodicals,
both'in India and abroad. These publications are of evident value as source materials
for information on various aspects of the Indian arid zone, but because of their
scattered nature it has so far been difficult for the interested reader to search out
specific articles or to know whatever work has been done so far in this Institute on a
specific problem. In order to fill this lacuna, work on the compilation of this
bibliography, covering the period i959-1969, was undertaken.



This bibliography has 714 entries contributed by 128 by authors. The
Annual Scientific Reports of the Institute, symposia volumes, lists of publications
supplied by tbe Scientific staff and the copies of reprints available in the library have
been the principal sources for this bibliography., The entries have been checked up
with the originals &8s far as possible. All entries have been serially numbered. The
two indices provided will assist the reader in locating information by Author and
Subject. The Subject Index has been compiled from the titles only. Abbreviations
to peri'odicals are given as per the World List of Scientific Periodicals (1952 Edition).

I am grateful to Dr. T. R. Mehta, our Director, for his generous encourage-
ment at all stages of this project, In the compilation of this bibliography, I have
been particularly inspired by Shri R. N. Kaul, Head of the Division of Resources
Utilization Studies and by Dr. P. K. Ghosh, Arnimal Physiologist in this Institute.
1 am also thankful to all other members of the scientific and technical staff of the
Institute for their unstinted help and co-operation in the compilation of this bibliogra-
phy and I would like to particularly mention the names of Shri P. C, Chatterji, Shri
S. P. Malhotra and Dr. P. C. Nanda for their advice. The excellent assistance in
typing and comparing the references rendered by Sarva Shri S, B, L. Rastogi, S. C.
Rawtani, Rameshwar Lal, Subramaniam and S. L. Sharma- is also acknowledged
with sincere thanks.

I will deem my labours to be amply rewarded if this bibliography fulfils the
purpose for which its compilation was undertaken, viz.,, advancement of knowledge
in the field of arid lands research.

Central Arid Zone Research Institute, AMINULLAH
Jodhpur. LIBRARIAN
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